BMW 2002 MAXI
For the longest time, I’ve been aware of a rare breed of BMW 2002 called ‘the 2002 Maxi’. I had seen
the handful of available images of the Maxi’s literature on numerous occasions but it wasn’t until
recently that my curiosity finally got the better of me. With the help of some friends, we were able to put
a few giant pieces of the puzzle together in regards to the Maxi’s specs etc. The largest piece of the
puzzle, which was getting a translation of the French-written article, proved to be a little more difficult
since we had to seek someone who could read and write both French and English. We didn’t have
much of a problem finding people that understood both languages, it was finding someone who had the
time and was willing to sit down and do the actual translation of the article that was difficult.

The popular image below of a Maxi brochure was taken from a Japanese eBay auction. The seller of
the brochure gave it a print date of 1968. From all of the Maxi information that I’ve seen, this is the only
indication of the Maxi’s model year.

The small handful of 2002 Maxis were produced by a Belgian importing / manufacturing company called
Moorkens. The Maxis were created specifically for the Belgian market with the intention of delivering a
street-legal, track-worthy BMW 2002 that could be used in rallies as well as for general family use.

The Maxis were more powerful than the average 2002s. Producing 145 hp (108 kW) with a top speed of
125 mph (201 km/h). They came equipped with dual Weber 45 DCOE carburetors, a 5 speed gearbox,
a 3.64 differential, a stiffer lowered suspension, larger brakes and a free-flowing sport exhaust. Other
non-standard 2002 items included leather sport seats, auxiliary lighting, and two fuel tanks that had a
total holding capacity of 100 liters. The total production numbers of the Maxi 2002s is unknown.

The following is the translation from the unknown French magazine article pictured above.
Section A: “It is thanks to the Belgian importer that we have this invention. It was about building a model
that was meant for sports use. The 'Maxi’ in spite of this kept the characteristics of an every day car.
The inventors hoped that they had finally achieved the impossible - a car built for two purposes; to be
used for nice family days out and with the potential to win races.

In addition to motor car invention that we came to see in later times, the car was subject to a couple of
adaptations. The suspension, reinforced by special shock absorbers, was somewhat sensibly lowered.
The break pads (discs) at the front were controlled by a double circuit. On equipment plan / map, you
will note the large rims, the two 100L tanks, the windscreen with laminated glass and the two additional
iodine protectors. Inside you will find bucket seats and three point seat belts.
Actually, the 'Maxi’ wasn’t meant for the Belgian market and won’t be ready to run until February. It’s no
longer a question of importing for France.”

Section B: “On the exterior you can see a large colour band, which relates to the country it was
produced in. The body kit is modified at the front, producing a better cooling system to the breaks and
oil radiator. At the back you will note the monogramme and exhaust pipe.
The car received a new cylinder head a redesigned camshaft and two, double bodied horizontal
carburetors. The exhaust system was also reviewed. The compression ratio is 10:1, the speed
145chDIN. The gearbox has 5 gears - this was offered as an option on the 2002ti. The unlocked traction

is the longest of the lot (3,64:1) but can be replaced with a shorter one if the customer requests it. Six
options are available.”

Section C: “The car was presented at the racing car show in Brussels the month before and we quickly
realised the future of this model had been confirmed, we wanted to hear about every detail. Take for
instance it was available in beige, a first for a 2000 model. The result is a car ahead of the competition,
without need for additional transformation. The special cylinder head, the camshaft, the double side
drafts, on the outside Binch wheels, additional fog lights and more decorative than useful a large band
of colour. Less visible is the different traction. The price was fixed at 174,000 Francs (Belge)”

Section D: “The bucket seats ensure a comfortable ride. The front seats were equipped with seat belts
as standard. The dashboard was complete but there was never a clock. On the other hand, you will
note the map reader in front of the passenger seat.”

