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| et’s face it, we've heen rather spoilt by car

am over the past oo ILL]}L of

o : tsuloons or hatches with

punchy owo-litre fours are no longer special but

expected. In the early 19705, ¢ m.,h it was
e, L l'|r|l= MEW . C1) -l:l:lL CIE 0 1 [

i 'IE:I‘I b shared berween the V; lll.\1.l“ 1 |

GT and BMW with the resular 2002, hoth of
which were launched in 19 i he
ir their own way, but the hundred-or-so bhp
they offered wasn't quite there vet.

The fi really bit by ¢
BMW in 1971 with'this duo, Lll-Li'I |1-nl1|1|1_
130khp- J‘]“' ' real performa
buitron the solid platform of establi
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the market, not h- L'-:.’- in those
ous thines by the bady being four
all The jummp to two litres gave its
Letin I:H_;LI-_-. .muﬂ'ur IH|1E‘,[\ o lJ‘.'mt .Lh— Fut.

W il-'.-l.l‘ll1l-l'{l!1 LWt H :En-'u:'~ [ T
s lur'.d |:11

Lidan ni Jm.-LJn !LFI.FJ.'JP rumhml. with be
G SIS [Eam had it cven easier
it 1ot about.
s that had it all: they

rare shot
includ

crmbid R, SO and turn with the best of them,
and thar canght the publics imaginaton. Mot
that many coult d get their hands on one, for the
2002 ¢1n .;m:l 2000 GTY T pium_:ltd the

wiere aspirationil, o

Frame, mare often than noe
in the feld.

ously, despite neardy 20 yeurs
1 about ald cars | have never doven

Al 2000 TV or a BMW 204
l:l'lrulgh in both cases ir's something I've ]ul’n.
edm dD When T'w: -r.-.'l:mg,r*rdurlnﬂ |J1r
thatsulsrden sen of
and Marinas wonld

ather nervous, hecausa
this could burst a few bubbles of long-held
upinin-r H I SUTTOES 1' r-ru:d r]'u:t
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The owner
GARY CHRISTOPHI

What inspired you to buy a
00T RS not 2 o I ever
drenmed of cwning, but wfted |
soied oy Mt Fntall and 1263
Caclller 1 srartnd somathing
vrmrestng Bhat | oould drive
every Sy snd (ol loae mioeary on
Ahd, 2 2002 1t made senis and
tacineerd 3l of the ght Domces,
especally in fstro ool Grangd.
With foel mgection, & Gl looksd Ay
FAL Waolile by maer o Bus wath

‘In two years, | have
anly had to replace
the servos, indicator
stalk and water pump’

How did you coma by It? | del 4
ot of research so | ke whae |
weanbed — & £ 0 ee, weth nound
tisi-Ids | w10 D & ASSe Bros
o &% ool Ferry Engnedring,

bt & wasnt gt The (il furnnd
it that P Gl = Cockoy Ferry hisg
the exact car | wanted and might
bee persiinced to tell I Loox 4

while 10 bargain with him, bt it

s worth the sffart - its the |
righl ciad, [oen Thes riggt home |

Hawve you had to do much ta
P Very litthe, dispite comemiting
i 1L every day [ & whibs. In twee
y=ars; apart from senviang, e
only had to replace the sorves,
indicator-sialk and Wwaler pumpy
(0 cune dn overhenting probiem)

Any memorable moments with
the car? It flas Lecogre iy bt le

fraiy Thahoos * e Coe ™ For-ages
b il b sl oy 1t vty day whien
Fearie ks and pratend 1o drive,

What aboirt the soclal side, do
you belong to any clubs? | darm
g=ta kst of time for shows. bu
sigried up for the Brow200 0 coluk
“eomal grosp. which s wery el |

Has it cha
o0 - ekt
g weyhee
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Interior

[3an't EXpect 1o Zasp with -ie]_':_!hT_
when you open the door of the
B, As a visual rearit offers only
I:'|',_'r:.:|:‘uE.l. mare evciieinent
the Essen-Thisseldorfraitway
mabile. "Theres noreal stving
nor muoch loory, buot neither = i
oftfensive. Lets call i funcoonal

At least the cloth and vinvl scats
ire 8 lot more comforrable and
SUppOTTIve than they loak, thoegh
tati adules will strugple in the back.
Its a 2 sl ddrin r—-[-;-]~....f1-|.-.r_|l 100,
with 1ll of the conmaols exa
where you expect them. Only the
l:u.l:__rh! of the steenng w feel '.u'.ghr
uj-.; cCause 10 |._'||..||||-]:'. nnd then
rnly |!? wi're less than S Sin il

Shiny vinyl, mostly of the hlsck

erag s

Styling

There’s an individualicy and
purpose to the BMWS bogy lines.
It |.'-1i|.',r|'|l noit he ad |I‘|'l.!|'|:..' a4 the -"Ll!-'.1,
bt thar wll, slim-pillared glass-
house offers o discreet elegance
rather than showy curves. As i
dlesign it has aged well. The "02 has
A great stance, with o surprsingly
wiile track for a car of this cra —as
anvone who's med w fir wider
wheels will have found oue: there
’.|||J;||:|. st Any MONE PO, The
wheelbase is also Jong in relarion e
the hody, and with tharshehr nega-
tive camber o the resr wheels you
know 1t means business

[he hlull enremitics and corpo-
rate reverse-rake nose mamage o
diszuise the oy tharrhe BMW =
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vanety, dominates the rest aof the
interior, with the only hint of sport-
iness in the shart but chunky centre
Lc.rm.h— T‘. I|-|lI"KI :u,' ri-.- rI:u:!\_i ot
those *7is acressorics that people
used o self-ap into their Anglias
Where BMW did attempt o
spkash of interest, vou wizh it hadn’
The three Iegible dials, flanked by
two pairs of chunky posh/pall
TWILLIIEE, are saf pioy wiat Ei-
an offeut of ehenp Bmimate floonme
(enert oo 2 ] ‘:;1'T i% l'-'ll.!:i ].:'..1-‘1'
said, 1t’s hard t0 mark it down
because everythung is so well laid
CFOL, and sHll functions perfecthe
Why aren't more sear adjustment
levers sowell sited and casy 1o use’

ki ke

L & & & & &

3in longer than the GTV. What
can't he hidden is the scant arten-
tiom pudd ter aerody s, resulting
in aspeed-restrcang Cd of 044
‘The shape works best in hright
cobours such as vellow, green and
the orange vou see hery, partico-
larly with this early car's slimmer
nostrils and shiny grille that loaks
like the otter’s whiskers. The all-
hlack nose introduced in 73 wasa
-E'Ii[ rl]ﬂl:*r.l[":'l:- “.ll:' r!'l' TUNCERS | rz '.!"'
lights were lost at the same time,
and it’s hard to care that the rectan-
:.1"..'..;.' FI:!lll.lL:IIIf"rh WEre Morc
efficient. Stamnless-steel SEETps @ id
interest, while thar unbroken waise-
lime disres your oye around the caz

L& & & & & & Gefode




Interior

The Alfa' interior won dn’t Took
outof placeina Ferrar, which gocs
SOHTIE WY 1|||u~11|—11ur the enr’s high
price when it was new. You find
evidence ol !]1..-'.]1" t and dashes of
1':r..||h-_-.'|11 £ T EveTy -~.1n-|r ml the
owverall et wir heart
hmt hat lirle bit faster

Those seulpred rear seats may
affer no mare accommadation (or

T 1% B :' ik

grown-ups than the BMW, bt
thev'll be more likely to want o
gve: it 2 2o. You have o love tha

thinly fluted and perforate i \|r|'.|
Evetiin bir ||'.'|‘1 I HEnnges [ |'|Eﬁ-
| w ill distract vou from
r{'ll:‘ ";"| TS Areacts-
ally a point behind |J||. L

sappott and comion
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Styling
For & real measure ol
the GTVS sorling. try 1o think of
another coupé — apart from the
Mercedes 300SL Gullwing - that is
worth more than issoft-top equiv-
alent (not conting ¢ |I| eruicFilaaile
GTC. of onmrse): Ha r|1|-"|q.r
Criuginros design was illegedly a
bit of 2 rush job, derived [T-::-'—| fuie
previows 200002600 Sprint. Perhaps
he wiould have cpolt it if left g
for any longer, becauss the ].r..:l"l
and delicacy of line & stunning - it
loolks wood from any ansle. Mote
that no one tn-ﬂ..s_h':f:-,u.hl-n L
ad lorn it with chrome sirij Ps. The
|,||.-|_- hecnines '=||.|1I| !1-"
towards the tml, bt et~ a lC-
possibly faulr. And scontribudes 1o

the = ol

T"| LEr 1% anil chronne Ill'i."i'T{"."
the door pancls, with black viny
1) 1|'1_'|_'1E‘-- 1 SUPPOTUng T e 1.-.;."!:-:
on the dashbeard. There it 1=
shaped into two large and two small
h.:m_a les for the instruments, with
sy dlabbimess in thie rest of the dash
"|:'-|'_||.;|;-,"| up hy woe
more chrome [he &

not look any maore '.\'Ur-i-.'] |1.|1I
thut in the BVOW, Dt it s shinier.
Tt's the same deal with the conte

|h: Eiglys u.lln-|;|:1,,,_1| r||||!1 atly
echoes this car's aftermarker Nardi
wood-rim steering wheel

e & & & & & & SAis

the mil-down stunee thar makes the
’,!1-;--'- ik e |i 1) [T
In cvpically Tralian Eashion, there
arc '.'-.u—11. of stylish
delightat, such as the finely ribbed,
inset door handles, Fea
effort hos been made o pr
200G 1Y Y inmcs rille, too. Its
not hard to imagine thene beingone
iman &t Alla Romeo whose lifeand
'|.l.|"||l|_" is dedicared o grille design
The chromed mo |:|'| is Nanked
1 head
GV me n,l Agart
enginad Junior ]lrr hiren
lesst did Gl Al ||.-|-:|!nr.- the effee
b wlso frting them m Juniors for
the st two years of producnion

1eTalls o
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The owner
PETER TIMOTHEOU

What Inspired you to buy a
GTVT i've shwaa hesn 20 Affa
i ard b Fiad Allasods el
othersinthe pat. The 6TV s a
clayry and mnakaeming car, St it
had 1o be sraally good sxamole

How did you come by it? oo
# long time 1o fiod the right car,
and | Fad cowifmd] myser ¢ had
1 be ned or Cuteky Blge: Then | e
persusded to go 1o the Ally Pally
thow (o 2006 s Lhis cor was for
sale on the ARGE ttand. A2 Tirst
Wt same about the Toloer 0
wieL Dakh Lho neel day with my
wife Shelowed i, 50 | bought o

_..-h.."\i' ] -u

It’s a fantastic car that
| can drive to work
and park anywhere
without feeling guilty’

Have you had to do much to
? Ouate 2 fol, bufl most of
basrary dhstzamngy = ‘.Iu-:_-." vz il
o by s Few amall things: v
epiaced the horrid whaelsit hiad
with aftowe, and all of the fodng
o Ews @ now ik steol
pot, rusty. Tha engine and
gearbax maLnts nepded
chamaing, o

Any memorable moments with
the car? & took wecond jise

the 105 Series class =0 the AlR
Formea Owners” Club Natiehal
Caneaurs in 2008, In detarmined
£ v that, | was abo supsosed
tn dimplay & on the Afzhoin
stand arancther show. e it
rakeved S0 miich that the ca got
beyguad down in i Niekd and we

it ko |t

What about the secial side, do
you belong to any dlube?
Jairing e AlTa Homeo Cusooy
Cluh hias been geat— we gato

a ot of shows

Has it changed your lifz at oll?
| v Terrastic ca7 ThAt | can
take o work and pancanywhene
withoutfeeing guiity. it has also
got undes my skin. i'm not qulie
an arrme el bul ' mong 0
the T CereC RN







